






Cellar Door Press Release

Once upon a door the future came before.  There is no past and no last in this story, 

which lasted shorter than its glory, and yet has never been told.

Loris Gréaud’s CELLAR DOOR is an ambitious artistic enterprise: a modern fairy 

tale comprising an architectural project, an opera, and a show of various works and 

experiments.  The exhibition is a colossal construction crystallized around a single 

obsession, the production and manufacturing of a studio.

.

This is the story of the Studio, a vast workshop distended in space and time.  Even 

now, machines are whirring, plans are planning, and electrons spinning, all 

according to a most fantastic choreography.  It is not so much a “Dream Factory” as 

a “Dreaming Factory,” a production plant more stratospheric than Jack’s beanstalk 

and more distorting than Alice’s mirror, a place where cables climb the clouds and 

nanocircuits line the event horizon.  

Far from being an innocent space of creation, the artist’s studio is a subject in its own 

right with a long and varied history: revolutionary cell, church for a new religion, 

tradesman’s workspace, cultists’ clubroom, chaotic mess, monastic retreat…  

Gréaud’s studio is a delirious object endowed with thought and speech that constantly 

reinvents itself.  CELLAR DOOR stands for collaborative production, scientific 

experimentation, continuous translation between forms and media, and transformation 

in real time.  This allegory of contemporary creation was incarnated in the 

architectural plans of Marc Dölger and Damien Ziakovic, and is currently being 

constructed on the outskirts of Paris.

Did I miss my entrance?  Didn’t you hear my most beautiful song?

As a part of his monumental project, Gréaud commissioned Raimundas Malašauskas 

and Aaron Schuster to write the libretto for the Cellar Door opera, which was then set 

to music by Thomas Roussel.  The libretto serves as an abstract guide to the show, 

providing another entrance and multiple ways out.  In the libretto the individual works 

are named after “Black Champagne” bubbles and operatically reinterpreted.  Passages 

from the libretto and the musical score are presented on electro-luminescent paper 

alongside the works in the exhibition.

Though the opera is populated by many characters—including the mad experimenter 

Bucky Wonka, the melancholy Orchestra Pit, an Entr’acte looking for more time, and 

the Möbius Door—they are all sung on stage by a single soprano, accompanied by a 

narrator.  A partial recording of the opera is now available on CD.  The debut of the 

complete version will take place in Paris this Fall.

Whereas in the previous rooms reality becomes art, in this one art exits into reality.  Once 

upon a time I used to turn anything into art, now I turn art into anything.  Well, not just 

anything, only a very precise anything.  Welcome!

In the universe of CELLAR DOOR, gigantic fireworks are shot off underground and a 

ceiling molded from the subterranean debris; stars are bought and renamed, and a new 



stellar constellation mapped via laser in the deserts of Colorado; the architectural plans of 

the Palais de Tokyo are crumpled in neon; paintball is reconceived through the lens of art 

history as MerzBall, with the players spraying each other with IKB and M46 pellets; a 

fantastic forest is erected of gunpowder trees, with a shy film located in the clearing (it 

doesn’t play to large moving crowds)… Inside a control room located in the heart of the 

display, an engineer remixes the show in real time.

A warm summer day, a multicultural band of children running through a grassy field, 

towers of the city in the background.  What joy is on their shining faces, what tender 

sweetness fills their hearts?  Celador, the tri-syllabic colored candy—in an attractive 

striped bag— that is decidedly less than a taste sensation.

It looks like a bonbon, it’s packaged like a bonbon, but it tastes like… nothing really.  

Celador candy, created by DGZ Research, is the first confectionary treat with all the 

seductive consumer trappings minus the sugary savor.  It is an artistic creation that is 

at the same time a paradoxical consumer product.  Packages of Celador may be 

purchased for 2 euros, from specially designed vending machines in the exhibition.

What about black champagne bubbles on moonrocks as an aperitif?  Yes, I start 

drinking early, usually before my first drink.  Don’t be afraid of them—the champagne 

bubbles are speechless, it’s you who will do the talking.




